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2010 Family Law Highlights

There have been some
interesting clarifica-
tions, and dramatic
changes to, California
law that occurred in
2010. The following are
highlights of some of
those 2010 updates.

A court cannot deny the
granting of a divorce re-
quested on the grounds of
irreconcilable differences by
stating the it would not be
in the “best interest for fi-
nancial and personal rea-

sons.” Marriage of
Straczynski  (2010) 189
Cal.App.4th 531.

Since a divorce is “strictly
personal,” one cannot re-
quest, directly or indirectly
through another (such as a
conservatorship), a divorce
based on irreconcilable dif-
ferences unless that person
is “capable of exercising a
judgment, and expressing a
wish, that the marriage be
dissolved on account of ir-
reconcilable differences.”
Marriage of Straczynski
(2010) 189 Cal.App.4th 531.

Clarification: A
“summary dissolution” is a
streamlined divorce process

to those that meet certain
requirements (see Family
Code Section 2400 et seq.).
The legislature clarified
one of the requirements:
that the “marriage [cannot
be] more than five years in
duration as of the date of
separation of the parties.”

Revision: Previously, after
six months had passed since
the time of the filing of a
joint petition for summary
dissolution, one needed to
file an application for entry
of judgment to obtain a di-
vorce. This has been
changed such that, once the
six months have passed
since the filing of a joint pe-
tition for summary dissolu-
tion, “the court shall, unless
a revocation has been filed
..., enter the judgment dis-
solving the marriage.” In
other words, the filing of an
application for entry of judg-
ment is no longer required.

Clarification/Revision:
Previously, it was not clear
as to how to most efficiently
dissolve a marriage and a
domestic partnership. Now,
the legislature provided an
answer: Parties to a regist-
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ered domestic partnership
who are also married may
file a single petition to dis-
solve both the RDP and
their marriage in a single
proceeding. FC Section

299(e).

From us here at Ginter
Family Law, we wish
you and your families
a wonderful Summer
and a happy 4th of July
holiday. Please note:
our office will be
closed June 25, 2011 to
July 5, 2011.
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Ginter Family Law is a family law firm located in North Natomas/
Sacramento, California. In addition to traditional litigation service,
Ginter Family Law proudly offers non-adversarial methods to help par-
ties amicably resolve their private and sensitive family law issues out of
court. We are conveniently located only seconds off the Del Paso or Are-
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Business Hours:
Monday - Thursday:

9:00 am - 4:30 pm
Fridays: 9:00 am - 12:30 pm

Phone: (916) 419-1161

Visit us on the web!

www.GinterFamilyLaw.com
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na Boulevard exits off of I-5 in North Natomas, California.

Contact us today at 916-419-1161 to schedule a consultation today! We
also encourage you to visit our comprehensive website to learn more at
www.GinterFamilyLaw.com.

If you are thinking about
hiring an attorney to help
you with your family law
issues, it is important that
you understand the services
that the attorney offers, so
be sure to ask your poten-
tial attorney. Here are ser-
vices that may be available
with a family law attorney:

Mediation: The attorney
sits as a neutral, assisting
in the negotiations between
the two parties. The par-
ties have a series of meet-
ings with the mediator until
all issues are resolved, out
of court. The mediator’s
office drafts legal docu-
ments and files and picks
them up from the court so
you don’t have to. No
court...just solutions.

Collaborative Law Pro-

cess: With Collaborative
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Law Process, both parties
have their “own” attorneys,
where the parties have a
series of meeting until all
issues are resolved, out of
court. As with mediation,
no court...just solutions.

Partial Service: This is
where the attorney and the
client somehow divide up
the legal responsibility for a
case. A Partial Service ar-

rangement can be done in a
non-litigation or a litigation
context.

Full Service: Full Service
is where the attorney shoul-
ders all of the legal respon-
sibilities for the case, in-
cluding court appearances,
trial, legal research, negoti-
ations, providing legal ad-
vice and drafting docu-
ments.

Consult-Only: Common-
ly, no retainer or fee agree-
ment is required. When
you are interested in speak-
ing with the attorney and/
or having the attorney re-
view documents, you simp-
ly call and schedule an ap-
pointment. Payment is due
at the time of the consulta-
tion.

This newsletter is informational only and does not contain legal advice of any kind. Rather, the
aforementioned is opinion only and should not be relied upon. Any information contained herein
should be reviewed with a competent attorney to ensure its accuracy and/or validity. To unsubscribe
from receiving these newsletters, please email us or call us at (916) 419-1161.




